Billbergia 'Gerda' /'Grande' /'Royal Vase'  by D Butcher 1998

Billbergia ‘Gerda’ should be correctly known because there is a photograph of this Mulford Foster hybrid in BS Bulletin 1962 page 71. Its parentage is B. horrida v. tigrina x B. amoena v. viridis.
In 1963 (just one year after the article) an Australian was the proud owner of a plant of this name having imported it from the USA. In 1975 Bill Morris (the first Australian Trustee of the BSI) must have acquired an offset because he pointed out it had the wrong name! It looked nothing like the photograph in 1962. By this time the true B. ‘Gerda’ was in Australia. 10 years later in 1985 I stumbled across this "not Gerda" plant and it was decided to call itB. ‘Royal Vase’. B. Royal Vase’
has links with B. vittata and thus B.'Breauteana'!!

In 1995 I came across yet another “B. Gerda” imported from the USA from Don Beadle. Don must have ESP because I then found out that he was changing this name to B. Grande’ (see BCR page 55). B. Grande’ appears similar to a B. amoena and could easily be B. 'Gerda' F2 (That is seed raised from a B.'Gerda' plant).


I would like to know how B. 'Estrella' fits into this complex. 

Billbergia ‘Royal Vase’ by Butcher in Bromeletter 24(1); 10. 1986

Back to the home front. Ever since I started compiling our Check List, I have been worried about the plant known as the "Australian Billbergia Gerda".

Billbergia ' Gerda' is B. horrida X B. amoenas and thanks to Bill Morris and Olwen Ferris I have seen the photograph of this hybrid in Volume XII of the U.S. Journal in 1962. This hybrid by Foster has the B. horrida "crimp" between sheath and blade and could be described as looking like B. horrida, but with the outside leaves longer and arching outwards. Bill Morris did send me a plant of what he believed was the true B. horrida and this does look like the photograph. This plant was very similar to another I had under the name of B horrida var. tigrina, which could in itself make us even more thoughtful. However it does lead us even more so, away from the tall, very tight vase-like Billbergia that we have called B.'Gerda' for so many years. The time has come for us to stop dithering and give a new name to this plant even if we do not know for certain its parentage. The shape indicates that Billbergia vittata was one parent, and because it is such a regal looking plant I suggest we call it 'ROYAL VASE’.

Further investigation has revealed that the true ‘Gerda’ is growing in Australia but with B. amoena x vittata on the label. This plant had been imported by a Dr Dawes in the late 1950’s and it could easily be a case of label swapping at the time of importation.

Further notes. Cultivars that have a great similarity to ‘Royal Vase’ are ‘Breauteana’ and ‘Chas Webb’

BILLBERGIA 'GERDA': by O Ferris in Bromeletter 12(6): 13. 1975

Mr. W.M:Morris of Port Macquarie has drawn our attention to the illustration of Billbergia X 'Gerda' on p.70, Vol.XII, 1962 of The Bulletin (America).

The illustration shows a mediuin-sized tubular plant with some banding and leaf flare at the top, and an upright inflorescence. As both parents used in this cross, Billbergia horrida and B. amoena have upright spikes it is surprising that none of us have questioned the name of this attractive plant with its pendant inflorescence, steel-blue petals and rose sepals, before this.

The plant grown here as Billbergia x 'Gerda' was imported from America by Mrs. Joan White, about 12 years ago, but is not the plant illustrated in The Bulletin. It is perhaps a more attractive plant than the one correctly known by that name and would take a place of honour in any collec​tion.


Note Now called ‘Royal Vase’

